
[image: image1.jpg]



ST. JOSEPH’S COLLEGE (AUTONOMOUS), BENGALURU-27

SEMESTER EXAMINATION: APRIL 2017

M.A. ENGLISH – IV SEMESTER

EN 0114 – Postcolonial Studies II

     Time – 2 ½ hrs







Max. Marks - 70

This paper contains 1 printed page and 3 parts. 

Answer any ONE of the following questions




(1x15=15)

1. Ashis Nandy discusses the coloniser's psychological effect on the postcolonial consciousness, concerning “a colonialism which survives the demise of empires.” Explore the psychological vestiges of colonialism, along with the ways in which it finds expression, in any three postcolonial texts.  

2. Attempt a critique on the standpoints of Abdul JanMohammed and Frederick Jameson (respectively) on the dynamic relation between the Western canon of literature and newly emerging postcolonial literatures, using any two texts from your reading this semester. 

SECTION B

Answer any THREE of the following questions




(3x15=45)

3. Examine at least three poems from Africa to examine its literature as part of both the record and process of nations in the continent that are “springing up anew/ springing up patiently, obstinately” as they slowly acquire “the bitter taste of liberty.”

4. If the nation is an imagined community, does that negate notions of nationalism and patriotism? Why/ why not? Critically examine the nature of nation and nationalism as constructs. 

5.  “May you never walk when the road waits, famished”. Discuss the implications of this line in Wole Soyinka's The Road, with focus on the myth, rituals and imagery associated with the road, as seen in the play. Comment specifically on the significance of these beliefs in a changing postcolonial Yoruban society. 

6. Explore how Orientalism is “a distribution of geopolitical awareness into aesthetic, scholarly, economic, sociological, historical, and philological texts”. How does the creation of this nexus of knowledge and power work to obliterate the Oriental as a human being?

7. JanMohamed characterises a predominantly oral culture (as opposed to a predominantly literate culture) as ‘chirographic’. Consider Achebe's writing as a subversion of the chirographic structures that assert the specific cultural values of the Igbo society.

Section C

Write short notes on any ONE of the following




(1x10=10)

7. Colonial ambivalence

8. National culture
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